
The Pïcapdy Baffle Continues With Undïminishecî Fupy
done during the night, the with¬
drawal being effected in good order.
There is reason to believe important

events will be recorded within the next
few hours which may lead to to the
betterment of the positions of the ar-

mies which are stemming the German
onslaught.
During the night there was compara-

tively little change in the line. No
heavy attack this morning had been re¬

ported up to 10 o'clock. The British
were still holding the enemy strongly
about half way between Combles and
Albert.

Further north some gains were
achieved by the assaulting troops.
The British during the night fell i

back somewhat from the line through
Ervillem and Sapignies in order to
straighten the front, w^hich bulged in¬
ward just to the south.

I'ighting Against Time
The enemy is lighting desperatelyhard against time, (in the first dayhis reserves were reduced to fifty-twodivisions. At the end of the secondday son: forty divisions from the re¬

serve had been put in.
A heavy Cernían attack yesterdayabout Ervillerswas completely smashedby the British artillery lire. The with¬drawal was not due to pressure againstthis sector of the line.
Reports :'n»'7i all along the front in¬dicate that the Germán loss of lifeyesterday was heavy. The enemy ad-

vanced again at Allied gunners who
were tiring: with open sights.Last night British airmen took heavytoll from the German infantry in
Bapaume.

130 Aeros Brought Down
No official figures are at hand, hut

from compilations made personally the
correspondent is convinced that at
least 130 German airplanes have been
brought down in the last five days.The fighting yesterday continued
with more or less intensity along the
whole line. The Germans pushed hard
in the neighborhood of Fonehes, Chaul-
i!!1-', Estrces, Dompierre, Mericourt,M ¡raumont, Achiet-le-G rand, Sapigniesand Ervillers Heavy fighting occurred
about Grevillers, and a despeVate con¬
flict was waged in the vicinity of Xeslc,
which the Germana now hold.
The enemy also attacked strongly in

the direction of Noyon, but met with
strenuous resistance, which appearedto stern the advance. A further mass¬
ing of German troops was reported at
Peronne and north of liapaume, both
of #hieh the enemy holds.
Bapaume was turned into an inferno

by squadrons of British aviators. Their
bombs tore to pieces whatever was
left of the place. The work of the
British airmen since the beginning of
the battle has been one of the bright¬
est pages. Bitter battles in the air
have been fought by scores of aviators,
and the service has proved fully its
ability to smother the German airmen
at a crucial t ¡me.
The compilations of German airplanelosses mad" by the correspondent have

reference to only one section of the
battlefront, comprising perhaps two-
thirds of the ljfle affected.

Allies Prepared to Strike
Whpri Fnp's Driilp Is ChpchpA

[By The Associated Pre-;a] i

FRENCH FRONT IN FRANCE,
March 25. -Entire confidence reigns
that the Germans' last trump in the
world battle will be overtrumped when
the proper moment comes. The Allied
military authorities were fully cog-
nizant that the enemy's supreme effort
would cause a retreat until measures
could he taken to check the irruption
into the Allied positions.
As always, the attackers possessed

the advantage of knowing exactly
where they would launch their on¬

slaught, while the defenders were com¬

pelled to await development of the hat-
tie before meeting the onrush with
counter mensures. There is every sign
in to-day's situation that the terrific
attack, in which apparently somewhere
in tlie neighborhood of one million
Germans of all arms are engaged, is
being slackened. The resistance of the
Allies seems firmer, and the arrival on
the scene of French reserves, sent up
to the southern flank, brought wel-
come support to the British, who sus-
tained the first powerful rush.
The German divisions which began

what evidently was intended to be an
irresistible forward movement were so
cut up that the|r were replaced by
fresh formations. It is these divisions
which have been checked at the posi¬
tions on which It was foreseen by the
Allied General Staff that a stand would
be made.»
The ground over which the fighting

has taken place possesses small tactical
value, but it permitted the Allies to
retire in perfect order. It had been
devastated by the Germans before they
retreated last year, and the inhabitants
had no: bad time or means to build it
up again. While retiring across what
\yas almost desert land the British in-'
fficted enormous losses on the ^Jtemy,
who threw awav thousands of lives in
an effort to overcome the resistance he
encountered. When the retiring Brit¬
ish reached the Somme and the canal
they turned about and gave- battle,
meeting repeated and lone-sustained
endeavor? of both infantry and cavalry.
The initial rush of the enemy seems

to have bei n topped. Military opinion
generally that *'-:. first phase of the
(Treat battle, in which even more troops
were employed than in tly; battle of

the Marne, gives no indication what the
result will be. Nevertheless, develop¬ments are awaited by the Allies with¬
out anxiety.

German Prisoners
Say Advance Is

Behind Schedule
LONDON, March 26..-Exacting the

heaviest toll for every foot of ground,
the British line continues to withdraw
slowly before the pressure of the Ger¬
man masses, Reuter's correspondent at
British headquarters wires.
Over a large part of the battle zone

the retirement is being made volun¬
tarily, so as to maintain an unbroken
front. Prisoners say the advance of
the Germans is behind their schedule.
The tenacity of the British resist¬

ance, the prisoners say, exceeded any¬
thing the Germans deemed possible.
They complain of great privations, on
account of lack of supplies, and ex¬
treme weariness also is telling heavily.
Owing to the dense masses of support¬
ing troops, however, tne enemy is able
to replenish his forward line with fresh
units.'
The weather remains dry, thus favor¬

ing the enemy.
British airmen last night made veri¬

table pandemonium of every centre of
concentration of traffic behind the
German front. Tens of thousands of
rounds were fired point blank into en¬
emy formations, while airmen fulfilled
effectively their rôle as eyes of the
artillery.
Yesterday was the supreme day for

the British gunners, says the corre¬
spondent. Attacking from north of
Ervillers to the point of British con¬
tact with the French, the Germans
were held up nearly everywhere by the
ceaseless intensity of the British artil¬
len- iire.
Masses of enemy troops which, com¬

ing- forward in waves, ¡igain and again
attempted to reach their objectives met
with the same fate as the Old Guard
at Waterloo. In only one sector, near

Sapignies. did they succeed in bending
back the British front. It was to con-
form the front with this indentation
that the British fell back during the
nieht, straiehtenine the line.

Foe Hopes to Separate British
From French by Amiens Drive

WASHINGTON, March V-,.- A diplo¬
matic telegram from Taris to-day re¬

ceived by an Entente, establishment
quotes the "Petit Journal" on the Ger¬
man offensive as follows:

"It appears now, while attacking
from the beginning on the whole of
the front, the Germans have brought
their principal efforts to the west of
St. Quentin. In thus acting they wish
to upset the English, reach the Somme
and to secure for themselves in this
direction a route to Amiens, which they
want at all costs to possess in order

to the Engli -ii from the
French arm:'.-.

"It ii for this tbject that the Ger¬
man centre h»3 made for three days
such gigantic efforts. Hindered by the
force of the heroic n tai ce made by
the English, Pr'.-c- Rupprecht of Ba¬
varia, always with the idea of reach¬
ing Amiens, determined to realize his
programme by passing around the ob¬
struction in the r.or'.h.

Centres on British Left
"It is thus that he ordered hÍ3 right.wing- operating north of Prronnc to

engage itself completely. I'rder thefurious blows of the assailants theEnglish have been obliged to withdraw, hut the obstinacy with whichthey havr fought ha-, permitted themto take the nec< »sary measures to op¬pose the plans of the enemy in thesou'h.
"Finally, the left wing operatingsouth of St. Quentin appears to havehad for its rn:.<:iion to eifert a diver¬sion in order to favor the march tow¬ard Amiens. Frir.ee Rupprecht ex¬pected undoubtedly that his troop*marching in the direction of Paritwould absorb the attention of the ad-k versary. But th<a Intervention of th<) French troops has disturbed this calculation.
"Our poilus, although much lesii 11 erons, nav<j replaced the English ¡rthis sector, so that our allies can dispose of a.I >X,-.T reserven to Continu«

the fight on the other sectors. As for
our poilus, from the moment of their
entry into line, in spite of their nu¬
merical inferiority, they have held the
enemy at bay, inflicting upon him ter¬
rific losses and only yielding ground
inch by inch by order of the command.
"The defensive struggle is continu¬

ing in the region north of Noyon,
while waiting for the right moment to
give a counter thrust.''

French Press Confident
Another oTicial dispatch from Paris

received here says.
"The French press continues to view

with calm confidence *.he developments
of the gigantic battle. This confidence
is ha.-cd (iii all the experiences of this
war. Fach time the Germans have at-

^d a movement of troops in the
West their effort, after a certain
amount of success, has ended by being
broken against the barrier of the Al¬
lied arm;-
"The German example before all

minds is that of the -Marne, where Ger¬
many had every advantage on lier side-,
thanks to her preparation, to the su¬
periority of her man power and her
heavy artillery am. her hidden attack
across violated Belgium, but she was
defeated. To-day she is lighting against
the powerful Franco-British armies ac¬
custom d to the war and well supplied.
Her effort wiil again be stopped."

"We Turn Civilization"
In the same dispatch the "Echo de

Paris" points out in these terms all
that depends at this moment upon the
Allied armies:
"Let one ¡eflect upon these simplewords, 'We turn civilization.' Theysignify that, in our political and private

.'-, contrary to what our enemies havedone, we have n n subordinated every¬thing to the supreme end of militaryattacks or defence. We have given
more place to liberty of inclina'ion andthe fancy of each individual. We haveattached more value to moral virtuesthan to material ones. Thus we havebeen abb- to found* a society morebroadly and truly human than that of
our enemies."
The "Echo dc Prris" affirms that, af¬ter four years of war, the armies of

western civilization are well prepared
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for the supreme test. But, it adds, one
must more than ever secur'- perfect co-
ordination of the forces of the nations
fighting for liberty To further present
events, it concludes, complete unity of
military, political and economic com-;
mand must be realized. The last few
days have again proved that on this
condition we shall win.

A Policy of Intimidation
The "Figaro" writes:
"We should succeed to-day in stall¬

ing German war methods However, the
history ot all this war brings out the
weakness of the brutal tactics which
have brought su-h striking success to
the Germans at the beginning of their
offensives. It is always a question of
startling and intimidating the adver¬
sary. Now our English friends and
ourselves, hard as the blows have been,
have experienced no feelings of de¬
pression. Ill luck has always strength-
ened the will and reaffirmed courage,
the spirit of the Marne and the spirit,
of Verdun."
"Homme Libre" states:
"It is, then, the decisive phase, per¬

haps even Cue final phase, of the war.
These furious battles are deciding the
fate of the world. Afterward the war
can continue. Still, at the same time,
it will be virtually over, because what¬
ever happens, the German effort will
have dor..' all it can, while we remain
strong with increasing forces which
will be added each hour of the strug¬
gle."_
Situation Steadily
Improving for the
British, Expert View

WASHINGTON, March 26. Informa¬
tion received to-day by the British
military attache, Major General James
D. McLachlan, is that the situation, at
the battlefront decidedly improved yes¬
terday. The advices are based on the
repulse of the Germans to the east bank
of the Somme, between Peronne and
Morschain.
The following explanation of the

battle situation was given to The As¬
sociated Press to-day by General Mc¬
Lachlan :
"The position in the battle zone is

now clearer and it is possible to get a
more general view of what has hap¬
pened during the first live days' fight¬
ing.

Bloody Ordeal Ahead,
Says German Paper!

Tho New York Tribune
Foreign Press Hunan

"A Warning in the Last Hour" is the
heading of a recent, editorial in the
"Koelnische Zeitung," which prepares
the German public for a great and
bloody campaign to be started by the
Germans unless the A11 ic6 made peace
immediately. The article begins:
"The German people are standingarmed as never before for a campaign

unprecedented in extent and sacrifices.
We are ready lor this most diffi¬

cult battle, and we are united in the
conviction that the blood which will
have to be shed will fall on the heads
of those who disregard the voice of
humanity. The words which the
Chancellor recently spoke were spring¬ing up directly from the German con¬
science. Thus speaks he who is peace¬ful and ready for battle at the same
time."

Great Battle Now
War of Movement

LONDON, March 26 ."The DailyMail" correspondent on the British
front describes the altered conditions
of warfare in France, pointing out that
in less than three days the operationshave changed from a war of fixed poüi-;tions back to a war of movement, a?
was the case in the first month of the!
struggle.
"As 1 reached tha hill for observa¬

tion," he writes, "1 came suddenly upon
a moving and magnificent sight. Down!
in the spreading plain between two
ridges was a large camp. The men were
just finishing their breakfast. Some of
their campfires were still sending upblue smoke into the chilly air. Then 1
saw tanks coming over a hill and wad-
dling down into the valley.

"1 could not have seen these sights in
position warfare. I should not have
been able to distinguish bodies of the
enemy's infantry moving down a slopefrom a shattered wood, whose trees
wore mere blackened skeletons. Nor!
should I have been gladdened by seeing
our men go forward with cheerful, con¬
fident swing."

Mightier Things Are
Coming, Say Germans
ZURICH, Switzerland, March 26..

The Munie!'. Bavaria, "Neueste Nach¬
richten" of ¡ast Sund iy, commenting on
the offensive on the Western battle-
fr o "'. says

"Tie' Ills' violent blow in a vast and
decisive battle has been struck against

¡ir bitterest and most dangerous foe.
o:i Flinch soil. England has suffered
a defeat the magnitude of which can¬
not be disregarded.
"The English have defended them-

selves with ;¡I! the stubbornness of
their race, but up to trio present they
have boon unable to bring the fight to
¦i standstill A great victory has been
achieved, but much mightier things arc
impending. We must rot forget that
we are experi ¦;:! .r." only the beginning
of a decisive battle. But we are firmly
assured that no power on earth can
snatch victory from us."

"Petain Commands".
Paris Feels Secure
By Wilbur Forrest

l'.' u o i able Hervico)
PARIS, March 26..Everything is go¬

ng sati factorily, is the latest news
,ii Paris to-niglit from the great battle)lo tiie northward. In military circles,
chose who watched the battle.- of the
Marne, Verdun and the Yser, and also
the Italian situation, where tilings
hung in the balance, are showing the'
same confidence to-day,
They know who is likely lo counter1

the best brains of the enemy com-
mandéis, because they have proved the
ability when it hung in the balance
before. The "Petit Parisien" says:"If the situation is serious, as we
said yesterday, i< cannot be considered
as alarming. Knowing, with conti-
dence we await the end. The Germans
glorify themselves with Hindenburg.We have at the bar the savior of Ver-dun. Pétam commands."

¦-»

Warns Germans Not
To Expect Too Much
AMSTERDAM, March 26..The Ber¬lin "Taeglicho Rundschau," of Sun-!day.» date, attempts to lower the highexpectations of the German people onthe great offensive. The paper pointsout that it will be necessary to crushthe British army before it is possibleto, break down roaintanco, and adds: "Ifit is impossible, after a short but se-'

vor« artillery preparation, to breakthrough ail the lines with our infan¬try, then we must not count on an im-mediata break through along the wholefront." ¡

German Masses Are
Widespread Targets

For British Airmen
_

'Surpassed Description,' Pilots
Declare; Machine Guns Fire

100,000 Rounds
LONDON', March 26.--An official

statement of the aerial operations to¬
night says :

"On Monday o'ir airplanes were em¬

ployed almost entirely in bombing the
enemy's troops and transports massed
in the areas behind the battlefront
and in attackin;; them with machine
gunfire from low heights. Twenty-two
tons of bombs were dropped in this
work and over 100,000 rounds were
fired from the machine guns.
"All our pilots reported that the

ground targets offered by the ennmy
surpassed description. They were ab'o
to drop their bombs with accuracy and
Lo fire with effect right into the centre
of infantry battalions in close forma-;tion and into columns of cavalry and jtransport.
"A certain amount of fighting in the

fiir took place, but it was loss intense jthan on the previous day. Thirteen
li .stile airplanes were brought down;and ten were driven down out of con¬
trol. Light of our machin.-s are mov¬ing. The majority of our casualties
were caused to the low-flying machines1. ;¦. fire from the ground
"During the night our night-flying'airplanes continued to bomb and at¬

tack with machine gun fire the enemy'stroops in his forward areas and trans-
port on the roads leading to the front."
The destruction of almost 200 enemymachines has been' reported by theBritish since the beginning of theGerman drive. The Germans reportedthat ninety-three Allied machines havebeen brought down.

Germany Cannot
Act as Conqueror

AMSTERDAM, March 26..The "Vor¬
wärts," under date of March 25, says:
"While the lighting at present is in¬

clining in Germany's favor, neverthe-
less after this fight we shall neither
be in a position nor shall wo have the
moral right to treat the enemy on the
principle of 'hands on the throat and
knees on the breast..'

''The necessity for a political under¬
standing lies behind even the greatest,
military decision. Such an understand¬
ing, however, will be all the easier for I
us once the poison clouds of war lies
have disappeared. After this war the
German people can only live as a peace-fu!, self-governing nation." I

German Agents Trying
To Alarm the French
LONDON, March 20..German agents

arc spreading alarmist report? among
the civil population around the battle
zone in Northern France, according to
a dispatch from the Reuter corre-I
spondent at British headquarters, dated
Monday. These nersons are beingdealt with summarily when caught.
Concerning the lighting, the corre¬

spondent says:
"The spirit and déterminât ion of theBritish troops are excellent. The enemylosses have been enormous. The situ-ation in many places remains very con-."used, which is natural in fichting thathas. assumed more of the character of

a war movement than at any time sincethe days of the Marne."

American Flier Bags
A Teuton Aeroplane

PARIS, Wednesday, March 20. Thebringing down of another German air¬plane has been credited to Paul F.Baer, of Fort Wayne, Ind., a membercf the Lafayette Flying Squadron,He toppled over a two-seated biplaneMonday. Friend's claim that Baerbrought down two machines on the
same (¡ay. Only one of these, however,has been credited to him officially, butthe other is under investigation. Baer¡h officiallv credited with two machinesshot down, the other victory havingbeen achieved last week.
Frank L. Baylies, of New Bedford,Mass., a former member of the Ameri-

can Field Ambulance, shot down a Ger-man machine Monday.

'Tell People at Home
We'll Win".Kaiser

AMSTERDAM, March 26..The Ger-
man Emperor, speaking to the war cor-

respondents at headquarters in the
field, said:

"Tell the people at borne that out
here everybody gives his all. Every¬
body knows that, however great the
stake, we shall win. The whole of
Germany fights for its free future."
While on the battlefield the Emperor

shook hands with hundreds of soldiers.

Report the Kaiser
Is at St. Quentin

German Losses Great, Is Berlin
"Vorwaerts" " Added Ad¬

mission
COPENHAGEN, March 26..The cor¬

respondent of the Berlin "Vorwärts"
at the French front reports that the
German Emperor, with his staff, is now
at St. Quentin.
The German losses, he ailn-*, tfiough

great, have not been so heavy as
feared. A great number of tanks were
used in the battle, and. be says, the
advance has been made because of ex¬
cellent leadership and keen prepara-!
tion.

Drive Bares the
Weakness of U. S.

Policy, Says T. R.
OYSTER BAY, L. I., March 26.."I

wish our people would read General
Wood's testimony," said Colonel Roose-1
velt to-day, when asked to comment on

the German assault, "and then under¬
stand what a dreadful misfortune it j
has been for the whole world to have
had America for the last three and one-

half years carrying out the 'let George
do it' policy.
"We have been at war over a year,

and all that we can do when the great¬
est battle of history is on and the Eng¬
lish are fighting our battle as much as
their own is for the President to send
a message, which, in sum, amounts to
the hope that George will be able to do
it himself."

Six Teuton Planes
Downed in Italy

LONDON, March 26..Unusual aerial
fighting activity on the Italian front,
with a continuation of artillery duels
and patrol encounters, is reported in
nn official war statement given out in
Kerne to-day.

Italian fliers brought down five
enemy machines, at Val Dobbiateri,
Moriago, San Pietro and Biadene,
while French aviators accounted for a
sixth at Montebelluna.
The text of the statement was as

follows:
"Along the whole front there have

been the usual artillery actions and
moderate activity by our reconnoitring
parties.
"Five enemy airplanes were brought

down by our aviators at Val Dobbi¬
ateri, Moriago, San Pietro and Bia¬
dene. Another 'plane was brought
down by the French aviators at Mon-
tebelluna."

Fading of German
Hopes Is Predicted

LONDON, March 26.. The London
evening papers take consolation in the
fact that the Germans this far have
failed to break the British lines or

force a wedge between the British and
French armies, and in the news from
France that the gaps have been tilled
with local reserves, while the stra¬
tegical reserves remain intact for their
own special purpose.
"The Standard" says:
"After live days of fighting, the

British line has gone back almost to
the limits of the Somme battlefield.
But, though it is elastic, it is not
brittle; it is bent, but not broken."
"The Globe" says:
"The Germans have failed to thrust

so deeply into the British line as to
make a reunion of the fissure impos¬
sible, and to defeat the separated
masses in detail, and with every hour
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Two-Thirds of Entire
German Reserves
Thrown at British

LONDON, March 27..Telegraphing
late on Tuesday, the correspondent of
"The Daily Mail" at British Ileadquar-
ters in France says that nearly two-
thirds of the entire strategic reserve of
the German army has now been thrown
into the fierce and vigorously con¬
tinued attack.
"This German reserve," he adds,

"consisted of eighty-five divisions, to-
tailing 1,275,000 men, out of a total,
number now reaching not far short of
two hundred divisions, or possibly
3.000,000 men. which they have upon
the Westciyi front. After the first day
thirty-three of these divisions were!
put into the battle. On the third day
another twenty-one are known to have
taken part. Since then they must have
drawn upon the reserve for a few more
divisions.

"It is therefore clear that we have
been struggling with the whole avail-
able strength of the German army,
and the marvel is that our soldiers have
held out so obstinate'y and steadily
against odds so heavily against them."

Austrian General
Sees Long Battle

WASHINGTON, March 26..A diplo-|
matic dispatch from Berne to-day says
thi Hungarian newspaper "Asuju ag"
had an interview with General Auffen-
berg, former Austrian Minister of War,
on the subject of the offensive on the
West front.

"It will be lon'r before a decision in
France can be obtained," declared the
general. _ I
When asked concerning the possibili-

ty of a resumption of activity on the
Italian front, the former minister ex-
pressed the opinion that the decisions
relative to this operation are closely
bound to the success of operations now

being conducted against the Ang.o-
French armies.

- m

Allies in Palestine
Make New Advances

LONDON, March 26..Further prog-1
ross by the British in Palestine is re¬
ported in an official statement to-night,
reading:
"During March 25 our troops east of

the Jordan made further progress and
approached the village of Es-Salt. The
enemy offered little resistance. The
advance was, however, effected under
dii'ticu t conditions, owing to heavy
thunderstorms."

Unrest Grows in Germany
CHICAGO, March 26..Miss Blanche

Slocum, held a virtual prisoner in Ger-
many since the outbreak of the war,
arrived at her home in Chicago to-day,
and told of the suffering of the Ger-|
man people, of their rising detestation
of the war and of the government.
"The people are literally starving

and are very mutinous," she said
'Small riots and seditious talk have
reached such proportions that the gov.
jrnment has posted placards about the
:ity of Berlin offering m reward of
1,000 marks for information leading to
;he arrest and conviction of any per¬
son participating in the food riots and
tttering seditious remarks.
"1 have had German soldiers tell me

:hcy wished Germany would lose the
,var so they could get out of the ter-
.¡ble situation. If the people were not
/ictims of frightfulness and half
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British Wounded
Arriving at Paris

English Soldiers Are Sent to

City for First Time
Since 1914

PARIS, March 26.The first lot of
British wounded from the German of¬
fensive reached Paris on a special hos¬
pital train to-day. They were dis¬
tributed among Paris hospitals. This
is the first time British wounded have
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THE HIGH CALL
By Ernest M. Stires, D. D.
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been sent here, although number;
passed through Paris during the esrJj
months of the war on their way to the
Versailles Palace, which was then used
as a British hospital.
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